Ofgem Clarification on Measuring Energy for Producing Heat for Digestors

Ofgem administer the RHI based on rules set by DECC, laid out in Regulations. We have
published a draft guidance documenting the requirements, and will be publishing a final
document for the launch of the scheme. | would advise interested parties to review this
guidance in full and contact our enquiry line if they have any queries. But | can give a brief
description of what the main metering requirements are expected to be ...

Regulations state that for biomethane producers

- Any heat from an external source used to heat a digester (e.g. if natural gas or solar
thermal panels heat a digester via hot water) must be metered using class 2 heat meters (as
defined in the Measurement Instruments Directive (MID)). This is deducted from the kWh of
biomethane injected into the network.

- Where biogas is used (via hot water) to heat the digester this would not need to be
metered or deducted (because the biogas has not be converted into biomethane and
therefore not had RHI claimed).

- Heat contained in feedstock (e.g. following pasteurisation) does not need to be deducted.
- Heat used to upgrade biogas into biomethane does need to be metered and deducted.

- The addition of propane to produce biomethane also needs to be measured (using volume
meters, and a proposal from the applicant for a 'standard' GCV to be used, or ongoing GCV
measurement), and the kWh deducted.

Regulations state that for biogas plants (i.e. biogas combustion plants of under 200kWth)

- Any heat generated (in the form of hot liquid or steam) must be used for an eligible
purpose (as outlined in our guidance document).

- These purposes include space and process heating. Process heating would include the
pasteurisation of feedstock or digestate - so RHI can generally be claimed for these.

- Any heat used to heat a digester (from an external source or from the biogas combustion)
needs to be deducted from the eligible kWhth used for eligible purposes. This does not
include heat contained in feedstock (e.g. following pasteuristion).



