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= National Grid NTS Action = User/Reservation Party Action

9.

The User, or in the case of 

capacity reserved by a 

Reservation Party a nominated 

User, may complete a standard 

LTNF Capacity request form 

and send it to National Grid 

NTS.

(Request received Gas Year Y)

START

Customer Requires Firm 

NTS Entry/Exit Capacity

12.

Does the request meet with 

all criteria for the release of 

LTNF Capacity?

4.

User places bid/request 

in auction/application 

window

LTNF Capacity is released for the 

period agreed with the User

END

Request for LTNF 

Capacity is rejected

N

17.

Can it be released at the relevant 

location for any of the relevant 

period?

16.

NG NTS determine if 

LTNF Capacity can be 

released for the 

relevant period

Y

N

Y

N

- An incremental entry/exit capacity signal has been provided by the 

relevant User (or a Reservation Party in the case of a request from a 

nominated User); and

- Either:

- For Entry: The amount of Available NTS Entry Capacity that is 

available for all Gas Days in the relevant Month at the relevant NTS 

Entry Point is less than 100,000kWh/day.

- For Exit: The amount of Remaining Available NTS Exit (Flat) 

Capacity that is available for all Gas Days in the relevant Gas Year at 

the relevant NTS Exit Point is less than 100,000kWh/day.

= Criteria for that stage

1.

User enters into a PCA 

(as defined in the 

Methodology Statements) 

with National Grid NTS.

2.

Can National Grid NTS 

Release Capacity to the 

timescales requested in the 

PCA?

3.

User places bid/request in 

auction/application window 

that triggers incremental 

capacity subject to capacity 

effective start date agreed 

with National Grid NTS in 

PCA

N

Y

5.

Is the Bid/Request 

allocated?

Y

END

LTNF Capacity is not 

required

6.

Capacity is reserved* by a 

User or Reservation Party 

(e.g. via an ARCA)

7.

Can National Grid NTS 

Release Capacity to the 

requested timescales?

N

Y

11.

Send response to 

relevant shipper 

declining the request 

due to the missed 

deadline

10.

Has the request been 

received before the deadline 

for the relevant period?

15.

NG NTS send 

acknowledgement 

email to User

Y

N

13.

Send response to 

relevant User declining 

the request outlining 

reasons why
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*Please note that for the purposes of this diagram, ‘Reserved Capacity’ includes that which has been applied for by a User via the Ad-hoc (October to June) Exit Capacity Application Window due to the similarity between that and 

the ARCA process.

18.

NG NTS confirm to User 

and request confirmation 

to continue with allocation 

of LTNF capacity via a 

bilateral discussion

Y

19.

Does the User wish to 

continue with LTNF 

allocation?

N

Capacity Agreement later terminated 

and reservation reverted

(Reserved Capacity only)

20.

NG NTS exercises buyback options for all released LTNF Capacity 

for the remainder of the period. 

No further release of Long Term Non Firm Capacity is considered.

8.

Does the User require 

access to the NTS ahead 

of the Firm Capacity 

delivery Date?

Y

N

14.

Have the prices been 

published for the relevant 

location and period?

Y

N

N

Y

21.

Does the User still require  

access to the NTS during 

subsequent gas years ahead 

of the Firm Capacity

delivery Date 
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1) This timeline demonstrates the process for requesting LTNF Capacity from Month M+2 at the earliest (where M is the month in which the request is received)

2) Requests for capacity periods with an effective start date later than M+2 (but not later than the earlier of the final month of Gas Year Y+1 and the month preceding the Firm 

Capacity effective start date) will be considered at any time.

3) Requests for M+2 capacity can only be considered if received within the first 10 Business days of a month (M) to allow time for analysis and allocation (if appropriate) to be 

completed prior to the requested capacity period.

Month M

Capacity Available to User 

at earliest

Month M+2Month M+1

7 Days

AllocationNational Grid NTS determine if LTNF Capacity can be released for the relevant period

1 month

2 

Business 

Days

Deadline for NG response to request

indicating whether it passed criteria and will

proceed to analysis or not

Deadline for confirming 

allocation to User

On the Day following the allocation of 

any LTNF Capacity, NG NTS will publish

relevant info on its website

10 Business Days

Capacity Requests for M+2 or greater 

Can be submitted by an appropriate User

2 

Business 

Days

Deadline for NG response to requests

Deadline for User confirmation to continue with allocation

Deadline for LTNF capacity requests for M+2
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